Statement of the Catholic Bishops of New Jersey
on the Reproductive Freedom Act

The Catholic Church believes and teaches that all human life is sacred from conception to natural
death. For that reason, we, the Bishops of each of the dioceses in New Jersey, join in voicing the
strongest possible opposition to the “Reproductive Freedom Act.”

Without minimizing other serious threats to human life and dignity evident in contemporary
American society, the Catholic Church consistently maintains that “the threat of abortion
remains our preeminent priority because it directly attacks life itself, because it takes place
within the sanctuary of the family, and because of the number of lives destroyed.” (USCCB,
Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship, “Introductory Letter,” 2020).

When informed of the text of the USCCB document early in 2020, Pope Francis observed that
the right to life of the unborn “is the most fundamental right. This is not first a religious issue; it
is a human rights issue.” (Pope Francis to American Catholic Bishops, USCCB Region IX,
January 16, 2020).”

As the Catholic Bishops of New Jersey, we urge all Catholics and people of good will to reject
this proposed legislative initiative in our state and to contact your State legislators to vigorously
express opposition to its passage.
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