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December 3, 2019               

Re: National Migration Week 2020 

Dear Pastors and Immigration Advocates, 

  We invite our parishes and all the faithful to participate in the 2020 National Migration Week which will 

be held January 5–11, 2020.  This year’s theme—Promoting a Church and a World for All— reflects on the 

tendency in today’s world to become increasingly elitist, cruel, and dismissive toward those who are excluded. We 

see these tendencies in policies that target vulnerable populations seeking protection. We also see it in the 

sometimes-suspicious gaze with which some view newcomers.  Sadly, we sometimes even see it in our Church as 

divisions are sown among the Catholic faithful.   

For many migrant communities, injustice and hardship are commonplace. Given the marginal status of 

many migrants, it is important that communities everywhere treat them with justice and provide a welcoming 

presence. The Church and the world were not created for the benefit of a lucky few, but for all of us to partake in 

its riches.  

At the Justice for Immigrants website is a toolkit that will be helpful to parishes and schools in your 

diocese. Attached is a copy of the toolkit for your review. Certain elements of the toolkit include resources that 

Migration and Refugee Services (MRS) created by request for the Vatican’s Migrants and Refugees Section to 

celebrate the 2019 World Day of Migrants and Refugees. The toolkit includes a variety of pastoral and practical 

resources that will help Catholics in your diocese plan ways to celebrate National Migration Week, including:  

 • Community engagement strategies  • Prayers of the Faithful and homily suggestions  • A resource on 

accompaniment with migrants • Ideas for how a local organization can plan a youth-oriented event.   

Additionally, USCCB/Migration Refugee Services will be issuing a press release in advance of National Migration 

Week to encourage local diocesan activities and promotion of those activities on social media.   

 Please feel free to reach out to us if you have any questions, suggestions or follow up requests. 

Sincerely, 

Andres Arango     Matthew Davis    Kevin Hickey 


