


The Diocese of Camden  

invites teens of 

parishes and schools  

on a Pilgrimage to the 
 
 

What is NCYC? 
An exciting 3-day event held every 2 years, referred to as the “Superbowl for Catholic Teens.”  The experience 
allows both youth and adult chaperones to be empowered and grow deeper in their faith and relationship with 
Christ through prayer, worship, adoration, liturgy, reconciliation , keynote talks and workshops, recreation, and 
special activities in a communal environment.  It is hosted and sponsored by the National Federation for Catholic 
Youth Ministry (NFCYM), a membership organization based in Washington, D.C., that works on behalf of youth 
and youth ministry leaders across the country.  Visit ncyc.info for more information. 

 
Who Attends NCYC? 
Youth:  Over 25,000 Catholic youth are expected at the Conference this year.   NCYC is open to high-school-age 
young people and their chaperones.  Most participants are Catholic.  Many are leaders in their parishes, schools 
and/or dioceses, though some participants are just starting on their faith journey.  For many it is the first time they 
have attended an event of this magnitude to connect them with the greater Catholic Church. 
 
Chaperones:  Youth participants must be accompanied by adult chaperones from their parish or school, or be-
come part of another group.  Groups must provide at least (2) adult chaperones for every (10) youth. The Diocese 
of Camden requires chaperones be 25 years or older.  Those ages 18 - 24 may attend as Junior Advisors.  If they 
choose to attend NCYC, they will  register as adults and assist with chaperoning, but cannot be considered in the 
ratio of 2:10.  All adults must be either CAP trained or have participated in a Virtus Protecting God’s Children  
session, fingerprinted and background checked.   
 
When & Where? 
The event officially begins at 8:00 P.M. on Thursday, November 21, and ends at 11:00 P.M. following Mass on 
Saturday,  November 23.  The diocesan bus will leave the diocese around 9:00 P.M. Wednesday, November 21, 
2019.  We return the afternoon of Sunday, November 23.  The event is held at the Indiana Convention Center in 
Indianapolis.  The Diocese of   Camden works with NFCYM to arrange  hotel accommodations and have been  
selected for the Candlewood Suites Downtown Medical District.  (1152 N White River Pkwy W Drive, Indianapolis, IN 

46222 | www.ihg.com/candlewood/hotels/us/en/indianapolis/indwp/hoteldetail)   



Why Attend? 
Youth and adult participants attend because they want to: 
• Gather on a national level and recognize their role in the larger Catholic Church 
• Celebrate and strengthen their Catholic Christian faith 
• Meet thousands of other Catholic youth 
• Learn more about themselves and their relationship with Christ and the Catholic Church 
• Experience a pilgrimage and a sense of community with others from the Diocese of Camden 

 
What is a Pilgrimage Anyway? 
A pilgrimage differs from a tour or a trip in several important ways.  It is a personal invitation from God, comprised of His offer 
and dependent upon the pilgrim’s acceptance.  God’s call may vary but the purpose remains consistent.  It is an individual sum-
mons to know God more fully.  A pilgrimage is a spiritual journey to which the pilgrim joyfully responds ‘yes’ to God’s invita-
tion.  A successful pilgrimage involves a commitment to leave behind one’s routine and to focus instead on seeking to learn 
more about our heavenly Father, making one’s heart full of desire for special graces, praises, petitions and thanksgiving, return-
ing home transformed, renewed and restored by the abundant blessings received.  

 
Theme 
The overall theme of 2019 NCYC is Blessed Broken Given | Bendetio Partido Entregado.    
General sessions will reflect these themes.   

 
Thematic Park 
A favorite of youth attendees, the thematic park, is a blend of traditional exhibit booths with interactive areas featuring service 
projects, games, recreation, live musical performances, arts and sports. 

 
Cost 
The investment for this pilgrimage experience is $625 per person.  The cost includes: 
• NCYC conference registration fee 
• Hotel accommodations for 3 nights (4 people per room), with a simple breakfast each morning 
• One box lunch on either Friday or Saturday 
• Round-Trip motor coach transportation and transfers within Indianapolis 
• Pennsylvania and New Jersey Youth Ministry Region T-Shirt & Diocesan T-Shirt 

 
Raising Funds 
NCYC is an excellent opportunity for parishes and schools to show their support for young people.  Many parishes have special 
collections during a celebration and blessing of all youth and young adults in the parish.  Possibly engage your parish’s Catholic 
Strong initiative to support this youth evangelization opportunity.  Parishes and schools are encouraged to sponsor those from 
their communities who wish to attend.  Youth making the pilgrimage can also sponsor fundraising activities throughout the 
Spring and Summer.  The cost should be divided among the parish/school, its societies and organizations, and the young people 
who will be traveling. 

 

 



Scholarships 
Scholarships may be available through the National Federation for Catholic Youth Ministry.  A limited amount of financial aid 
may be available from Youth, Young Adult & Campus Ministries for those with demonstrated need.  For an application or more 
information contact, Greg Coogan at 856-583-2908 or gregory.coogan@camdendiocese.org.   

 
Sign Me Up! 
Each parish or school must register through the Office of Youth, Young Adult & Campus Ministries with the form found below.  
Registrations will be taken on a first-come-first-served basis and limited to 112 people.   The form and a deposit of $100 per at-
tendee are due to the Diocese by Wednesday, June 5, 2019.  This early registration date reserves space for a group and helps the 
office plan the appropriate amount of bus and hotel space.  Each parish or school group must designate one adult over 25 as the 
Group Leader.  This person will accompany the group to NCYC and will coordinate all arrangements with the Diocese for your 
parish or school.  There will be a meeting for pilgrims attending NCYC during the month of October 2019.   

 
Deadlines & Payments 
June 5, 2019—Parish/School Registration Form & $100 deposit per person 
 
August 1, 2019—Payment of $200 per person   
 
September 12, 2019—Payment of $325 per person 
 
 
Additions & Substitutions 
All requests must be submitted in writing and signed by the designated Group Leader. 
 
Prior to Sept 12:  Groups may add or substitute participants for NO ADDITIONAL CHARGE. 
 
After Sept. 12:  New participants will be charged $50.  Substitutions must be same type (youth or adult/junior advisor),            
same gender as the person being replaced, and will be charged $50. 
 
All additions & substitutions are pending available remaining space. 
 
Cancellations 
All requests must be submitted in writing and signed by the designated Group Leader. 
 
All cancellations will forfeit the $100 non-refundable deposit.  Additional penalties may apply depending on the date and number 
of cancellations.  Please contact Greg Coogan at 856-583-2908 to inquire. 
 
Please note:  Registration policies are subject to change as we receive additional information and deadlines from NFCYM, our 

hotel, and our bus company.  Group Leaders will be notified in writing of any adjustments to these policies. 

2019 Pilgrimage to the National Catholic Youth Conference   Parish/School Registration Form 
 
Parish/School Name:  _______________________________________ City:  __________________________________________ 
 
Group Leader:  ____________________________________________Email:  __________________________________________ 
 
Address:  ________________________________________________ City:  ________________________________ Zip:  _______ 
 
Home Phone:  ________________________  Work Phone:  ______________________ Cell Phone:  ________________________ 
 
 
 
 
# of Youth:  _________  # of Adults:  __________  # of Junior Advisors (ages 18—24)  ________ 
 
Total # of NCYC Pilgrims:  ________x $100 Non-Refundable Deposit Per Person 
Checks made payable to The Diocese of Camden, 631 Market Street, Camden, NJ 08102 Attn:  Youth Ministries 




