
 

 
 

2019 Appeal 

In-Pew Weekend Liturgy Aid 

I n c l u d i n g  t h e  “ C e l e b r a n t ’ s  S c r i p t ”  
 

This Liturgy Aid, provided by email to Parishes and Music Directors, offers assistance in 
planning parish liturgies for House of Charity solicitation weekend: 

 
� Hymns and General Intercession recommendations have been provided by the 
Diocesan Worship Office to help pair the Gospel of the day with the Appeal theme of 
You Did It for Me.  
� The “Celebrant’s Script” with suggested homily segues for both winter and summer 
parishes begins on page 4.  

 
Since Bishop Sullivan is unable to preach at every Mass in every Church for the House of 
Charity solicitation weekend, he has prepared a video that ties in the opportunity we have to 
live the Gospel through support of the Annual Appeal.  The video DVD is included in your 
2019 materials received at Launch and can also be streamed from our website, 
www.camdendiocese.org/hoc.  
 
Pastors are asked to forward these materials to their staff for planning purposes, and to their 
clergy who will assist with these liturgies. 

 
Appeal Office  †  Diocese of Camden  †  631 Market Street  †  Camden, NJ  08102 

Phone: (856) 583-6128  †  Fax: (856) 338-0766  †  Email: BishopsAppeal@camdendiocese.org 
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PREPARATION :  PRIOR TO IN-PEW SOLICITATION WEEKEND 

 
 
1.  Mail the “Pastor’s Pre-In-Pew Letter” to your parishioners 1 to 3 weeks prior to 
your in-pew solicitation.  Sample provided at the end of this booklet, on your 
parish data CD and on the House of Charity website (“Parish Team Resources” 
link). 
 
 
2.  Arrange to have the “Special Bulletin Insert” in your Parish Bulletin, to run the 
weekend prior to the House of Charity solicitation.  Sample provided at the end of 
this booklet and on the House of Charity website (“Parish Team Resources” link). 
 
 
3.  Provide your music ministry with a copy of the music suggestions. 
 
 
4.  Set up and test your DVD equipment. 
 
 
5.  Provide a copy of the Homily Segues and “Celebrant’s Script for Appeal 
Weekend” (provided in this booklet) at the ambo for all Masses.  
 
 
6.  Incorporate one or more of the suggested petitions (suggestions provided at 
the end of this booklet) into the General Intercessions. 
 
 
7.  Deliver the pledge cards and pens/pencils to church for the weekend of the In-
Pew Solicitation. 
 
 
8.  Instruct your ushers on how and when to distribute the pledge cards and 
pencils/pens, and how and when to collect them:  

• Please note that there are two ways to collect the completed pledge 
cards during the Mass.  This Guide describes both options.   

• If your ushers will be collecting your completed pledge cards, please 
prepare them to do so. 
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MUSIC SUGGESTIONS 
 

For English-speaking Congregations: 
 

Some may be common to all publishers; some may appear in only one 
publisher’s resource. 
Many are familiar to congregations for singing; some may be suitable for choir 
alone as prelude or offertory. 
  
 

• Christ in Me Arise (OCP) 

• Christ be Beside Me (OCP, GIA, WLP) 

• For the Healing of the Nations (OCP, WLP, GIA) 

• God of the Hungry (OCP) 

• Jesus Heal Us (GIA) 

• Make Me a Channel of your Peace (OCP, GIA, WLP) 

• Send Down the Fire (GIA) 

• Take Christ to the World (OCP) 

• Any Setting of Ubi Caritas (OCP, WLP, GIA) 

• Where Charity and Love Prevail (OCP, GIA, WLP) 

• We Are Called (GIA, OCP) 

• Your Ways Are Not Our Own (GIA) 
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MUSIC SUGGESTIONS  

For Spanish and Bilingual Congregations: 

 
• Responsorial Psalm/Salmo Responsorial: El Señor es Compasivo (E. Cortes) Published 

by Oregon Catholic Press 

• Amor de Dios/Love of God  (Bilingual) by Bob Hurd  (Oregon Catholic Press)  

• Vienen con Alegria(it is also available in English) (Oregon Catholic Press) 

• Oración de San Francisco/ Prayer of Saint Francis (Bilingual) Published by Oregon 

Catholic Press, World Library Publications and GIA  

• Amar (Tradicional ) Oregon Catholic Press  

• Celebración de Unidad (E. Cortes) in Spanish  

• Donde Hay Amor y Caridad/Where Charity and Love Abound (Bilingual)by Pedro 

Rubalcava  

• Ubi Caritas( Bilingual) by Bob Hurd published by Oregon Catholic Press  

• Si me Falta el Amor (by Diego Correa & Damaris Thillet)published by World Library 

Publications (in Spanish) 

• Que Resuene Su Alabanza (by Diego Correa & Damaris Thillet) published by Oregon 

Catholic Press (in Spanish) 

• Ante Tu Altar(by Gigi Rodriguez)published by OCP Publications in Spanish 

• Que Brille Sobre Nosotros (by Diego Correa & Damaris Thillet) published by Oregon 

Catholic Press (in Spanish) 

• Eso me Basta, Señor/All That I Need (Bilingual) published by WLP Publications 

OFRENDA: 

A special Spanish-language celebrant’s script and liturgy called “OFRENDA – la Viuda 
de las dos Monedas” has been provided to all parishes with Spanish-language worship 

sites.   

A hard copy of “OFRENDA” can be found in your 2019 Appeal Launch materials.  
Electronic versions are on your parish data CD and in the “Parish Team Resources” and 

“Español” sections of the House of Charity web pages:  
www.camdendiocese.org/hoc .  
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CELEBRANT ’S SCRIPT INTRO 
 
 

Homily segues for Winter Solicitation Weekend 
(7th Sunday in Ordinary Time – February 23 & 24, 20 19) 

 
1st Reading:  1 Samuel 26 : 2, 7-9, 12-13, 22-23 
2nd Reading:  1 Corinthians 15 : 45-49 
Gospel:   Luke 6 : 27-38 
 
In today’s first reading, we hear of David’s holiness. He would not use 
the God-given opportunity to harm his opponent Saul. “Do not harm 
him,” David says, and he is anointed by the Lord. This reminds of us 
of Jesus’ teaching to love your enemies, do good to them, and expect 
nothing back in return. If you do so, your reward will be great.  
The Gospel teaching, “The Lord is kind and merciful,” suggests that 
we be kind and merciful, which we ask you to do by giving to the 
House of Charity.  
Like David, no matter whom or what we perceive as opposed to us, 
our steadfast kindness and mercy prove that God’s goodness is more 
powerful. 
The House of Charity – Bishops Annual Appeal gives us an 
opportunity to be kind and merciful, as Jesus and David were. 
The House of Charity, Bishop’s Annual Appeal provides us with the 
opportunity to do unto others as we would do unto the Lord. Through 
support of the appeal, our response to Christ's invitation brings the 
presence of God to our neighbors throughout our South Jersey 
community.  
  
 

> show House of Charity video < 
(Celebrant’s Script continues on next page) 

 
� � � � � 

 
 

Homily segues for Summer Solicitation Weekend 
(May 25 & 26, 2019 – 6 th Sunday of Easter - dates may be 

modified if necessary) 
 

Winter  
Parishes 

start 
here  
→ 

Summer  
Parishes 

start 
here  
→ 
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Gospel: John 14: 23-29 
In today’s first reading, we hear of Paul’s petition that Gentiles and 
Jews both be loved and welcomed into the Christian community. This 
may be related to the mission of the House of Charity to love and to 
give help to all those in need. 
Today's gospel gives us consoling and encouraging words from Jesus 
and His loving plan for our lives. We will be guided by the Advocate 
(the Holy Spirit) promised by Jesus before his death. By loving Jesus 
and keeping His word, we can make our dwelling with Him, living daily 
as a member of the Body of Christ. We see in our House of Charity 
how the Church seeks to fulfill both command and promise, by loving 
our neighbor as ourselves, knowing that our giving and living as Jesus 
taught us will bring us the promised peace. “My peace I give to you,” 
Jesus says. 
 

 
> show House of Charity video < 

 
� � � � � 

 
CELEBRANT ’S SCRIPT 

 
Local parish needs: All parishes that achieve goal receive 10% of all 

funds collected up to the goal, and 75% of all funds collected above the 
goal.   

o If you are able to increase your donation by just 10%, you will 
help our parish support the ministries that bring God’s love to 
those in need. 

o Some may not be aware, the average gift to the House of 
Charity is just over $365.00. Many give more and many give 
less. If we could increase donations closer to $365, the Diocese 
will reach our goal of $7.85 million. 

o Due to the success of last year’s campaign, our parish received 
$__________ in January and we anticipate receiving 
$___________ in April this year to assist with our needs here 
locally. 

 
[Note for celebrant:] 

[Speak personally about one of the case components.   Passionately 
explain why YOU personally feel so strongly about t he importance 

ALL  
Parishes  
continue 

here  
→ 
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of that particular ministry.  People will be more a pt to give if the 
celebrant is passionate and enthusiastic about how the HOUSE OF 
CHARITY – BISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL  can benefit the Church.  Examples 
may include a personal story of a family assisted b y Catholic 
Charities, or a local seminarian who will receive a ssistance.] 
 

You should have received a letter from Bishop Sullivan asking you 
to prayerfully consider a sacrificial gift to the House of Charity. You 
should have received a letter from me, the pastor, asking you to support 
the House of Charity.  I personally ask you now, to make a commitment 
to support the vital programs that help us to live the Gospel both in our 
parish and throughout the diocese. 

 
I am pleased to announce that already over $__________ has 

been raised towards the minimum Diocesan need of $7.85 million.  As a 
sign of support for the Annual Appeal, the priests and deacons alone 
have contributed $____________!  I am also proud to announce that 
here at our own parish we have already raised $__________ on a goal 
of $__________ from only _____ families.  This is a generous average 
gift of $__________!  By your gift to the House of Charity, you are 
responding to God’s call to share His compassion and love with others. 

 
As this important effort continues, we now invite all families of our 

parish to participate and join us in making a sacrificial pledge that will 
assist countless other families who do not have the corporal or spiritual 
benefits that we enjoy.  This weekend has been designated as Bishop’s 
Appeal Weekend.   

 
This effort is so important and vital to sustaining ministries that go 

beyond our parish abilities to serve locally, so I want us to pray together 
as we begin. I ask that the ushers/volunteers pass out the special cards 
to each family at this time.  I ask that at least one representative from 
each family take a commitment card and pencil, and first turn to the 
prayer at the back of the card.  [PAUSE] 

 
With prayerful consideration, we can make our sacrifice a personal 

reflection of our particular financial situation and appreciation for the gifts 
we have been given.  With that in mind, we pray the prayer on the 
reverse of your in-pew cards together:   
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O Merciful God 
You are the provider of all that we are and all that we have. 

You open wide your hand to provide for the needs of every living creature. 
Make us always grateful for your loving Mercy and grant 

that we may be faithful stewards of your gifts; 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

Who with You and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns 
One God forever and ever. Amen. 

 
We are asking each family to consider a pledge today, if you have 

not already done so.  Our goal is for an informed decision from every 
family.  Since we hope to reach every family about the importance of the 
House of Charity – Bishop’s Annual Appeal, your completion of a card 
today will let us know that we may not need to contact you by mail or by 
phone.  By making a pledge, you have the opportunity to perpetuate that 
sacrifice over a period of time, just as the needs of others continue over 
a period of time. 

 
The sacrifices you make so that others can experience God’s 

presence in their lives will be richly rewarded. 
 
I would bet that most people in this room above about the age of 8 

could complete this card on their own with their name, address, phone, 
email and parish. 

 
HOWEVER, here is what will be helpful to our parish staff, and the 

House of Charity staff at the diocese, in the way you fill out the card. 
 

1) Use your formal name:  Mr. and Mrs. Robert (and Amanda) Smith 
a. After you write out your name, we will be matching it up with 

a label that has your ID# on it.  This makes sure you don’t get 
your son’s or daughter’s pledge mail.  Although if they want to 
pay for yours, I’m sure you won’t mind.  They may not wish to 
pay yours however. 

b. Robert and Amanda Smith could be Father and Daughter, so 
the formal version using your title helps us. 

c. Smith Family can be a problem too – I think you 
understand… 

 
2) PLEASE WRITE OUR PARISH NAME AND CITY – This makes 

sure we receive credit toward our goal.  If you miss writing it, we 

Please 
highlight 

these 
items 
which 

prevent 
MANY 
errors.  

It is 
important 

to 
complete 
the card 
with full 

names & 
addresses 

and parish  
name . 
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have to write it and that takes more time.  If we miss it too, your gift 
could be attributed to the wrong parish. 

 
We’re asking every “DONOR” to complete a card (could be more 

than 1 per family).  Even if you’ve already made your gift, if you have not 
received an acknowledgement from us yet, please complete a card now 
so we can be sure we have not missed you – AND SO YOU DON’T 
RECEIVE ANY ADDITIONAL MAIL OR CALLS. 
 

God is calling you to a gift that is specific to your ability of sacrifice.   
You’re asked to complete that pledge amount now by checking one of 
the boxes.  Remember, a pledge over a period of time, enables you to 
extend your sacrifice. 
 

If you’ve already given your gift to me or one of the staff, or if you 
donate through your workplace giving program, I thank you for your pro-
active concern in making a difference, and ask you now to please check 
that box. 

 
If you prefer to make a donation online, you will find a shortened 

URL and QR code for your use. Please know, the online method for 
donations is secure.  

 
Please check the box to pledge your prayers for the holy 

discernment of people choosing their life’s vocation, so they will listen to 
and be guided by the Holy Spirit.    

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

To help us “Go Green,” please add your email address.   
 

Finally, please sign and date the card on the line provided. 

 

Please note our new vocations :  
16 seminarians in formation for the priesthood;  

and 13 candidates in formation  
for the permanent diaconate! 
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COLLECTING THE CARDS – 2 OPTIONS 
 
 
 
 

 
Option #1  – Parishioners fill out card and one family repres entative 
comes forward to drop it in a basket in front of al tar.  
 

Regardless of your decision, please fill out a card  today.  I ask one 
representative from each family to then come forwar d to drop your 
commitment card in the basket in front of the altar .  On behalf of all those who 
will be assisted by your generosity, you have my de epest gratitude.  Thank 
you and God bless. 

 
[At this time the organist can play a few minutes o f one of the suggested 
pieces  or other light music while parishioners fill out th eir cards, and drop 
their cards in the basket.] 
 

 
Option #2  – Parishioners fill out card and ushers come aroun d to collect 
cards. 
 

Regardless of your decision, please fill out a card  today.  In a few minutes I 
will have the ushers come around to collect all the  cards.  On behalf all those 
who will be assisted by your generosity, you have m y deepest gratitude.  
Thank you and God bless. 

 
[At this time the organist can play a few minutes o f one of the suggested 
pieces or other light music while parishioners fill  out their cards.  Cue the 
ushers to collect the cards in the collection baske ts once parishioners look 
like they have completed their cards.] 
 
 

PLEASE  collect the cards during the Mass!!   
If cards are taken home, they get forgotten  

and this makes your team have to work harder to collect these gifts. 
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SUGGESTIONS FOR THE GENERAL INTERCESSIONS 
 
 
That by offering our prayers, fasting and almsgiving for the success of the House 
of Charity – Bishop’s Annual Appeal, sufficient funding is raised to keep our vital 
programs operating and reaching those who are the most vulnerable.   Let us 
pray to the Lord. 
 
That our Pastors, Clergy and volunteers may be inspired with true hope in the 
benefits of the House of Charity campaign, as they invite their parishioners to join 
in this mission of love.  Let us pray to the Lord. 
 
For Francis, our Pope, and Dennis, our Bishop, all bishops, priests, deacons and 
all who serve the Church that they may imitate the example of Jesus, who came 
not to be served but to serve.  Let us pray to the Lord. 
 
For all who have responded so generously in the past to the House of Charity - 
Bishop’s Annual Appeal.  Let us pray to the Lord.  
 
For all who will be asked to respond this year to the House of Charity - Bishop’s 
Annual Appeal that they will respond generously so that the Diocese of Camden 
will be able to continue to care for those in need.  Let us pray to the Lord. 
 
For all who will benefit from the programs and services funded by the House of 
Charity, may they see Jesus coming to them in the generous sacrifices we have 
made in His Name.  Let us pray to the Lord. 
 
That those who hear Christ’s invitation respond to His call and share his 
message of compassion and love throughout our Diocese. Let us pray to the 
Lord. 
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PRE-IN PEW LETTER FROM PASTOR 
 

Suggested wording for the pastor’s letter to your parishioners prior to the in-pew solicitation.  
Recommended to be sent on parish letterhead with the pastor’s signature, 1-3 weeks before in-
pew weekend (mid to late January for winter parishes; early to mid-May for summer parishes). 

 
Electronic versions can be found in the “Parish Team Resources” section of the House of 

Charity website www.camdendiocese.org/hoc  and on your 2019 parish data CD. 
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BULLETIN INSERTS: FULL-PAGE  
 

Electronic versions are on the House of Charity website www.camdendiocese.org/hoc  in the 
“Parish Team Resources” section and on your parish data CD. 
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IN-PEW CARD 
 

Hard copies were provided in your 2019 Launch Materials.  An electronic version can be found 
on the House of Charity website www.camdendiocese.org/hoc  under “Ways to Give”, then 

“Mail a Check”. 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 

2019 Campaign Prayer 

 

You Did It for Me 

 

Lord, You have given us the gift of life and have woven the 

story of Your Love into our hearts and minds and every 

part of our beings. 

You have showed us how to live in Your Love, and You 

taught us that whatever we do for the least of Your sisters 

and brothers, we do unto You. 

We ask that the work that we do in service to Your least 

ones be our prayer. May it show our gratitude for all Your 

gifts and express our love for You in return. 

Help us to love You ardently, share in Your sufferings 

joyfully, and serve You wholeheartedly in our sisters and 

brothers, especially those most in need who are helped 

through the House of Charity.  

Amen. 


