
Child Lures Prevention                                         Grade 3: The Pet Lure 
(Approx. 45 minutes) 
 
Opening Prayer: 
Read Luke 15: 4 - 7; A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Luke…  
 Glory to you, O Lord.    The Gospel of the Lord… Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ. 
Let us pray: Loving and gracious God, help us always to remember to think first and 
stay safe. Help me to be a loving steward of Your creation. We pray this in Jesus’ 
name…Amen. 
 
In this reading, Jesus is telling us to look for ‘lost sheep’ and bring them back to God. 
He was speaking about people there but the book of Genesis, chapter one, tells us that 
God made humankind stewards over the earth and its creatures. That means we are 
responsible to take care of the earth and its animals. They are here for our use and to 
help us, but their lives are to be respected as well.  
 
We have dignity because we are made in God’s image, but God loves the animals too 
because they are His creation, so we are to respect their lives as well. We are told by 
God to care lovingly for the earth and the animals. That is what a “steward” does, they 
care for and look after something. 
 
Saint Francis of Assisi had a great love of all creation and especially the animals. He 
believed that all God’s creations were brothers, so the animals, being created by God, 
were our brothers, too. He loved and cared for all animals. Sometimes, people who 
want to hurt us and not respect our dignity will use animals to lure us into danger.  
 
We can be kind to animals but still recognize this danger. St. Francis can be our ‘Saint 
Hero’ and we can ask him to pray for us, that we be good stewards and caretakers of 
animals but remember that not all people will use animals for good. We can ask St. 
Francis to help us use our brains to recognize those who would use animals to try to 
hurt us. 
 
How many of you like animals? How many of you have pets?  What is your favorite 
kind of pet?  (Allow for multiple answers.) 
 
Let’s imagine that we are in a park right now. (Describe the beautiful setting.)  
With a dog leash in hand, approach a student and say: 
 “Will you help me find my puppy? She got off her leash and ran into the  

woods over there. Her name is Cuddles and she’s soft and fluffy white.  
Will you help me find her before she gets hurt?” 

 
Who would help me find my lost puppy? Who would at least be tempted? 
 Ask for a show of hands. 



Suppose I say, “Will you help me find my lost iguana?” Would you help then? 
 Field responses. 
Do you think there is really a lost pet? 
 Probably not. 
Why would someone ask you to look if there wasn’t really an animal? 
 To trick you into going with them? 
What should you do if someone asks you to help search for a lost pet? 
 Do not speak to them, leave the area right away for a safe place, tell your parents 
 and the police. 
A good rule is: Adults should always ask other adults for help! 
 
Why is it especially important to report someone using pets to lure children to parents 
and police? 
 Pets have been used many times to lure children into danger; people who use  
 this lure will try it on many children; reporting this person to the police right   
 away may help them catch the person before someone gets hurt 
 
Now, pretend I’m your neighbor and I tell you, “My rabbit just had bunnies! Would 
you like to come over and see them?” What should you say? 
 Tell the neighbor you must first ask permission and then do it! Take a parent with you to  
 see the bunnies; say ‘no, thank you.’ then get away! 
 
Remember to always trust your feelings, your instincts. God gave us those tools, our 
brain and instinct, to help protect us from those who would not respect our dignity. If 
you feel uneasy about a situation, its best to be very careful! Use those tools! 
 
(Use more scenarios in line with the above for practice as time allows.) 
 
Let’s remember:  

• People who do not respect our dignity will sometimes use pets/animals to lure 
kids into danger. 

• Trust our instincts if you are faced with someone offering to see, hold or look for 
a pet.  

• Always get a parent’s permission before accepting such an offer and have the 
parent go with you. 

• Our ‘Saint Hero’, St. Francis of Assisi can pray for us to think first and stay safe 
by using our ‘tools’ to know when animals really need our help. 

 
Closing Prayer: 
Gather the children and affirm each one by saying the following prayer over each one: 

“(Child’s Name), you are God’s holy creation. God loves you and calls you by 
name as His child. You are precious and honored in God’s sight.” 

 



Then everyone join hands and pray the Prayer of St. Francis: 
 Lord, make me an instrument of your peace. 

Where there is hatred, let me sow love; 
where there is injury, pardon; 
where there is doubt, faith; 
where there is despair, hope; 
where there is darkness, light; 
and where there is sadness, joy. 
 
O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek 
to be consoled as to console; 
to be understood as to understand; 
to be loved as to love. 
For it is in giving that we receive; 
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; 
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen 
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