
Child Lures Prevention                     Grade 1: Name Recognition Lure 
(Approx. 45 minutes) 
 
Opening Prayer: 
Read Luke 1: 26 - 30; A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Luke…   
 Glory to you, O Lord.    The Gospel of the Lord… Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ. 
Let us pray: Loving and gracious God, help us always to remember to think first and 
stay safe. We give thanks for your holy name. We pray this in Jesus’ name…Amen. 
 
Our parents chose our names very carefully because each of us is unique and special. 
Many names have special meaning, like “Michael” means “who is like God” and 
“Christopher” means “Christ bearer”. God created all of us and knows us each by 
name. He knows that your family carefully chose your name before you were born.  
 
Does anyone know if they were named after someone?  (Allow a short time for responses) 
 
Is there any special story about your name? (Allow a short time for responses) 
 
Does anyone know the meaning of their name? (A name book may help with this.) 
 
Just the way our name is special, God’s name is special too. It is a holy name that we 
should always use with dignity and respect. 
 
Who are all the people who need to know our name? 
 Parents, relatives, teachers, coaches, school nurse, principle, family doctor. 
Why do these people need to know our name? 
 (Many different answers including, telling us apart, taking care of us, etc.) 
 
How would you feel if someone you didn’t know called you by name? 
 Curious, confused, scared, important, excited, etc. 
How might they know your name? 
 Saw it on your stuff, heard someone say it, asked someone, may know a family member  
What are some of our things that we might mark with a nametag? 
 Clothing, book bag, sports equipment, lunch box, etc. 
Where should you mark your things if they need a nametag? 
 Where it cannot be easily seen. 
 
How do you think Mary felt when the angel Gabriel called her by name to tell her she 
would have Jesus? 
 Frightened, curious, scared, confused… 
Mary knew the angel was a messenger from God who loves us and knows each of us by 
name. She trusted God respected her dignity. Our names are special and reflect the 
dignity and respect God wants for all of us.  



 
Mary can be a “Saint Hero” for us to remember and recognize this “lure”. People who 
want to hurt us may use our name to lure us into danger. We can pray to Mary to help 
protect us from those who want to harm us. Does anyone know what prayer we should 
use to ask Mary for help? 
 The Hail Mary. (Say this prayer with the students.) 
 
Remember, God loves us and wants everyone to treat us with respect. Our feelings, 
instincts, tell us if someone makes us feel comfortable or not.  
Can we refuse to go with someone we are uncomfortable with just because they know 
our name? 
 Yes! We should never go with someone we are uncomfortable with. 
You should always trust your feelings, your instincts. If someone knows your name and 
makes you uncomfortable, you should take three giant steps back from them then run 
and tell a trusted adult you are uncomfortable. Never go with them if you are 
uncomfortable! 
 
Let’s pretend and practice what to do. This is called role-playing. I need a volunteer. 
 
Remember, God created us all in His image and He wants our dignity to be respected 
because He loves us. 
(Say to the volunteer…) 
“Hello, (child’s name)! I haven’t seen you since you were three years old. Oh, you 
probably don’t remember me, but I am an old friend of your family’s. In fact I’m going 
over your house right now. Would you like a ride?” (Reinforce/correct responses.) 
 
Would any of you be tempted to go with that person? Would you go? 
 Most of us would be tempted. 
Should you automatically trust someone because they know your name or say they 
know your family? 
 No. 
Should you distrust all people? 
 No. Most people are loving and caring, but always put safety first. Someone who  
 respects your dignity will not be angry if you check with your parents or a trusted adult. 
 
Let’s pretend again for more practice. I need another volunteer. (Choose another child and 
use the Name lure using other words or a slightly different situation. Reinforce/correct 
responses. Repeat using different words as time allows.)  
 
Let’s remember:  

• Our names are special and reflect the dignity God gave each of us as His 
creation. 



• Trust our instincts; never go with someone who makes you uncomfortable 
because they know your name. 

• Our ‘Saint Hero’, our Blessed Mother, Mary will help us to remember to think 
first and stay safe. We can pray to her using the Hail Mary prayer. 

 
Closing Prayer: 
Gather the children and affirm each one by saying the following prayer over each one: 

“(Child’s Name), you are God’s holy creation. God loves you and calls you by 
name as His child. You are precious and honored in God’s sight.” 

 
Then everyone join hands and pray: 
 Blessed Virgin Mary, pray that we have the courage to trust our instincts and say  
 ‘No’ when we are uncomfortable with someone as we pray together,  
 Hail Mary, full of grace.....  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
References: 
Luke 1: 26 - 30; Isaiah 43: 1, 4; CCC 2156, 2158, 2159; Code of Canon Law, Canon 855. 
 
 
 


