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NCVR 2017 Chicago Conference
Vicars for Religious from every corner of the
country met in Chicago in March to share their hope
and dreams for the future of Consecrated Life. The
theme of the assembly was “Remembering the Journey, Opening Doors of Hope.”
Sister Lynn Levo, CSJ, Ph.D. formerly of Saint
Luke Institute is now a Consulting Psychologist in private practice. Sister Lynn’s presentation titled Reality Based Hope Requires Transformation called the
vicars/delegates to assess the reality of religious life
at the present time and to realize the importance of
developing a psychology of hope. Only with an understanding of reality based hope and the development of a spirituality based on a radical trust in God
can religious respond to Pope Francis call to live the
gospel with joy.
Brother William Short, OFM,S.T.D. developed
an interpretation of the document, “The Identity and
Mission of the Religious Brother in the Church.”
Published in December 2015 by the Congregation for
Institutes of Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic Life (CICL/SAL), Brother Short elaborated on the
theme quoting Card. Braz de Aviz that “The Religious
Brother is one who presents an aspect of the person
of Christ: Christ as Brother, defined as one who is
‘simple, good, close to people, welcoming, generous,
a servant.’”
The presentation ended with the hope that
through a wise and discerning promotion of the importance of the Brother’s vocation in the Church today this vocation will become better known and will
be strengthened in its identity and its mission to
serve a Church and world in great need of experiences of brotherhood.
Sister Stephanie Still, PBVM, the newly appointed Executive Director of the National Religious

Retirement Office spoke about the points included in
the action item for continuation of the NRRO collection. Among them Sister cited the fact that


of the 550 religious communities providing data
to the NRRO, only 8% are adequately funded for
retirement.



By 2026, religious over 70 will outnumber those
under 70 by four to one.



The unfunded retirement liability cost by 2034 is
estimated to be $9,858,204,447.



There are 203 communities with 25 or fewer
members.



Of those 203, with 25 or fewer members, 81 are
contemplative or monastic and 66 have 10 members of less.

Religious continue their mission with dedication.
************

DIOCESAN STATISTICS
Given the above statistics, how do religious
minister in the Diocese of Camden?
At the present time there are 213 women religious in the Diocese of Camden. These sisters are
members of 27 different religious communities.
Many are retired; however, 134 are engaged in active
ministry. Of these, some work directly in parishes as
pastoral assistants, DRE’s or CRE’s, as pastoral associates as bereavement ministers, directors of life-long
formation, or as ministers to the elderly. At present,
nine sisters are school principals, 11 are full time
teachers, eight teach part-time, four are school counselors, two are librarians and 15 minister at the diocesan level. These figures do not include the religious
who are in community leadership roles or who give
service directly to their religious community.
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Types of Leadership

by Amy Hereford, CSJ

Religious life is at a time of transition. Regardless of the changing needs, there are some constants.

In a religious institute, there are two basic types of leadership, personal and collective.
Personal leadership is that of individuals referred to in the Code as the supreme moderator and the major
superior. In particular institutes, this may be the superior general, the provincial, the prior/ess, the abbot/
ess, the president, the minister, etc. Particular types of leadership are more suited to the care of an individual. For example, the care of members or acting as the representative of the institute with Church or with civil
officials.
Collective leadership is exercised by a group. This may be the Chapter at the congregational or province level. This body is the supreme authority of the institute or province and it considers weightier matters including, fostering the spirit and charism of the institute, ensuring its ongoing renewal, electing leadership and
setting policy. Collective leadership is also exercised by the council acting collegially to give advice, explore
topics of concern, share expertise and collaborate on the tasks of leadership. The role and expectations of
collaborative leadership vary significantly from one institute to another. In addition, the balance between
Personal leadership and Collective leadership as described here varies from one institute to another.

Franciscan Sisters of the Renewal
in Atlantic City. The community
plans to send four professed Sisters to begin this new mission

The Franciscan Sisters of
the Renewal (CFR) and the Diocese
of Camden are pleased to announce that the Sisters will open a
convent in Atlantic City in August
2017.
Bishop Sullivan, who has
long known the CFR Sisters since
his days in the Archdiocese of New
York, invited the Order to minister
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tion of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
the CFR Sisters will formally dedicate the new residence to be
known as Saint Michael’s Convent.
The Community’s two-fold The building is the former Saint
apostolic mission is “hands-on”
Michael’s parish rectory, which
work with the poor and evangeli- closed in 2015 when the church
zation. This ministry is accomjoined the city-wide Parish of Saint
plished through a variety of serMonica.
vices for and with the poor and
through Catholic programs of
The Sisters are a parallel
evangelization. As the Sisters be- community to the Franciscan Fricome more familiar with the
ars of the Renewal founded by the
needs and the people of Atlantic
well-known Father Benedict
City they will determine the misGroeschel, CFR. Father Andrew
sion most appropriate for the city Apostoli, CFR is the founder of the
as well as other opportunities for Sisters’ community. Mother Lucille
evangelization in the Diocese of
Cutrone,
Camden.
On August 15, the Assump- http://franciscansisterscfr.com/.
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GLOBAL SISTERS REPORT WINS AWARD
The on-line report (GlobalSistersReport.org) written to raise awareness of the lives and mission of Catholic
Women Religious received an award from The Associated Church Press: Best In Class/Online:Independent
Website. The editor Gail DeGeorge was quoted in NCR June 2-15 edition as saying, “I am proud to be able
to share these stories so that a wider audience can learn of the impact so many sisters are making.”
One of the judges of The Associated Church Press said, “Global Sisters Report is a welcome arrival
on the faith journalism scene. This is an important and inspiring effort about Catholic sisters and the critical
issues facing the people they serve. Great reporting and trenchant analysis.”
DeGeorge,Gail, "Global Sisters Report, National Catholic Reporter, Kansas) June 2-15, 2017 page 2). Print.

It’s been an exciting month at A Nun’s Life Ministry!
We’ve visited the Sisters of Loretto in Colorado, filmed a video of a sister
who is a long-distance swimmer in the Atlantic Ocean, and published a new
blog from a sister who is an archeologist! And on a few lucky days, we were
\
able to enjoy late spring at the convent—tulips, lilacs, and families of baby
ducks surround us.
We were also happy to receive the results of the 2017 Online Visitor Survey from Anderson Robbins
Research—Boston. Your input on the survey helps us provide content that's meaningful for you!
We are humbled by your kind words and will use your suggestions as we plan future programming.
Sister Maxine and Sister Julie
A Nun's Life Ministry

Discernment for Women in the Camden Diocese
For the third year, women religious gathered
monthly at the Barbara Micarelli Center of Hospitality with some women of our Diocese for a monthly
discernment group. First of all, a heartfelt thank you
to the sisters who came to share their stories and
presentations with the women. Without you the
program would not be possible.
Each month sisters shared on various topics,
such as discernment, living community life, the
vows, family and vocation, spiritual direction, and
mission/ministry.
The group is a small but faithful group of
women who are discerning what it may be that God
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is calling them to. They come faithfully, and are
grateful for the support the group offers them. They
have become quite a community, and are supportive
and encouraging to one another. Please pray for
each of them as they continue their journey of discernment.
Finally, I would ask that you spread the word about
this group to those in your parishes, neighborhoods
and places of ministry. The speakers have been so
wonderful, it is my hope that we as a diocese can
work to grow this group so that more women may
benefit from the spirituality, experience and expertise of the generous sisters who have come to share
their stories.
by Sister Dianna Higgins, FMIJ
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POPE FRANCIS SPEAKS TO US
PRAY FOR THESE INTENTIONS
Since his Jubilee Year of Mercy,
Pope Francis has been releasing video messages to illustrate his monthly prayer intentions, through the
Apostleship of Prayer.
In June this video was released on
its website. Videos for his prayer
intentions can be viewed
DENNIS J. SULLIVAN, D.D.
BISHOP OF CAMDEN

Sister Mary J.McGarrity, IHM
Bishop’s Delegate for Women
Religious
631 Market St.
Camden, NJ 08102
Phone: 856-583-2841
mary.mcgarrity@camdendiocese.org

SUMMER

here: http://apostleshipofprayer.org/the-pope-video
The Pope’s intentions for June are: “Prayer Intention – National
Leaders: That national leaders may firmly commit themselves to
ending the arms trade, which victimizes so many innocent people.|read the reflection“and
“Urgent Intention – Peace and Healing: May the Holy Spirit grant
peace to the entire world. May He heal the wounds of war and
terrorism, which most recently struck innocent civilians in Lon-

SAVE THE DATE

St. Mary-by-the-sea,
Cape May Point
Information/Reservations:

National Vocation
Awareness Week
November 6-12, 2017
development@ssjphila.org or Advent Retreat
December 2, 2017
800-482-6510.
World Day for
or 609-884-8708
Consecrated Life
********
February 3, 2018
Villa Maria By the Sea
Knights of Columbus Dinner
Stone Harbor, NJ
February 24
For information call Lenten Retreat
610-368-4761
March 4, 2018
World Day of Prayer for
Maris Stella Retreat Center
Vocations - May 7
Harvey Cedars, NJ
Call Sr. Pat at 609-494-2917 Irace4vocations
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TBA

TWENTY-SECOND
ANNUAL SPIRITUALITY
CONFERENCE
Presenter: Ron Rolheiser,
OMI, Ph.D.
Date: Saturday, October 28,
2017
Place: Georgian Court University, Lakewood, NJ

