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 The Bishops of the United States are calling on all of us  “to listen with profound attention to the 
needs, challenges and aspirations that  the growing Hispanic/Latino population faces in daily life.”  Pope 
Francis reminds us that the power of baptism energizes us to be not only followers of Jesus Christ, but also  
to be those sent to proclaim the gospel—to be “missionary disciples.”  The invitation is to reach out and  to 
encounter these precious members of the Body of Christ.    

 However, the word “encuentro” means more than to meet someone in passing.  The nuanced under-
standing in Spanish is that somehow there is a mutual sharing, an  entering into the heart of the other and 
not necessarily with words, but rather with genuine respect.  Jesus did this when he looked on the afflicted, 
when he turned his gaze to see who had touched him; when he asked the woman at the well to give him a 
drink.  He does it through us when we live in Him and He in us and when we allow someone else to encoun-
ter Him in us.   

 Throughout the Diocese of Camden, women religious encounter the Hispanic/Latino community with 
the compassion and tenderness that most women bring to ministry.  Some serve in school; others in parish-
es.  Some teach.  Others care for the sick, the elderly.  Some organize food drives, make sandwiches, collect 
clothing et cetera.  Women do things from their hearts.  You are truly Missionary Disciples: Witnesses to 
God’s Love. 

 However, perhaps what many women religious are not good at is taking the credit for what they do.  
Humility the necessary base of all holiness, can at times, be best served by sharing what God has done for 
others through you.  Do as did Mary when she proclaimed, “My soul magnifies the Lord.”  Speak up.  Sing 
out the praises of the God who calls you, loves you, cares for you and lives in you. 

   

On February 4th,  thirteen jubilarians 
renewed their vows in the presence of 
Bishop Dennis J. Sullivan. Some cele-
brated 25, others 50 and 60 and Sister 
Jane Hill, SSJ was congratulated for her 
70 years of consecrated life. 

Following the Mass, the sisters and their 
guests enjoyed a delicious dinner at 
Aquin Hall and received a token of ap-
preciation from Bishop.  Also in attend-
ance were many diocesan priests along 
with several religious priests and broth-
ers all of whom minister in the Diocese. 

World Day for Consecrated Life and Jubilee Celebration 

V Encuentro .  .  . 
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It doesn’t sound like a large number com-
pared to the brief and storied heyday of 
the mid-twentieth century, but last year 
200 men and women religious professed 
final vows in the United States — up 
from 136 solemn professions the year 
before 
The Center for Applied Research in the 
Apostolate (CARA), under a commission 
by the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops 
(USCCB), conducted its annual survey 
questioning those who professed perpetu-
al vows in 2016. What they discovered 
were some key habits which multiple reli-
gious cited as important to their vocation-
al pursuit. 

According to the USCCB, “The survey 
polled women and men religious who 
professed perpetual vows in 2016 in a 
religious congregation, province, or mon-
astery based in the U.S. CARA received a 
response from 610 of 759 major superi-
ors, for an overall response rate of 80 per-
cent among religious institutes.” 

The results led to some surprising discov-
eries that remained consistent through-
out those who responded. For example, a 
strong prayer life was noted as a key to 
discernment prior to entering the religious 
life.  Nearly nine in ten or 86 percent of 
rsponding religious regularly participated 
in some type of private prayer activity 

before they entered their religious insti-
tute. About two-thirds participated in Eu-
charistic Adoration, prayed the rosary, or 
attended retreats before entering. Nearly 
six in ten participated in spiritual direction 
before entering. 

- See more at: 
http://aleteia.org/2017/02/06/200-
americans-took-religious-vows-in-catholic-
church-last-
year/?utm_campaign=NL_en&utm_sourc
e=daily_newsletter&utm_medium=mail&
utm_content=NL_en#sthash.WX4scQya.d
puf  

Mother Dorota Baranowska, Sister Alma Delia 

 Rosas and Sister Elzbieta Halaj 
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25 50 

60  70 

Sister Rosemarie Kolmer, Sister Clare Sabini, Sister Margaret 

Garvin, Sister Angela Mastrangelo 

Sisters Anatolia Kopec, Elitta Felli, Maureen Patrick Darcy,  

Sisters Catherine Kane and Angela D’Alessandro 

Sister Jane Hill, SSJ 

200 Americans took religious vows in Catholic Church last year      by Philip 

http://www.usccb.org/news/2016/16-019.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/news/2016/16-019.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/news/2017/17-034.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/news/2017/17-034.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/news/2017/17-034.cfm
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National Conference of Vicars for Religious    NCVR 

 Members of the NCVR will meet in Chicago this 
March from the 17th to the 19th for their annual confer-
ence.  The theme of this year’s gathering is Remembering 
the Journey—Opening Doors of Hope. In attendance will 
be Vicars/Delegates from the four regions of the United 
States including Hawaii and Alaska.  The purpose of the 
gathering is to share the wisdom and expertise of the 
attendees and to  assist them in their ministry to conse-
crated men and women religious.  Current realities and   
the issues and challenges facing religious at this time in 
our history will be addressed.    
  Among those present will be nationally 
renowned speakers such as Lynn Levo, CSJ, Brother Bill 
Short, OFM, Sister Mary Ellen Burns, ASCJ.    And joining us 
from Rome and representing  the Sacred Congregation for 
Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic Life, Rev. Hank 

Lemoncelli, OMI. 

 Topics under discussion will include the state of 
religious life in these “Middle Times”  presented by Sister 
Lynn Levo;  Brother Bill Short will address The Identity and 
Mission of the Religious Brother in the Church and Sister 
Mary  Ellen will speak about immigration law as it applies 
to religious.  Panel discussions will center around canon 
law, consecrated virgins and vocations.   

  Rev. Hank Lemoncelli, a member of CICL/SAL  will 
update the Vicars/Delegates on the progress of the revi-
sion and  updating of the 1978 document Directives for the 
Mutual Relations Between Bishops and Religious in the 
Church.                                                            

His eminence Cardinal Blasé Joseph Cupich will celebrate 
the closing Liturgy. 

New Program Director 

 The Religious Formation Conference is pleased to 
welcome  Connie Schoen, OP, who began her new minis-
try  as its program director in early January. 

Life Commitment Program 

 The Life Commitment Program for both women 
and men religious approaching perpetual profession will 
be held at Marillac Spiritual Center in Leavenworth,     
Kansas, July 5-13, 2017. Program components include 
presentations on religious life as a prophetic undertaking, 
the vows, and communal life, ample time for personal, 
and communal prayer and reflection, daily Eucharist, and 
a day of retreat and integration. More detailed infor-
mation and registration materials will be available at 
www.relforcon.org in mid-February. 

Spring 2017 Workshops 

Registration is now open at www.relforcon.org for the 

spring workshop series Continuing the Conversations. 

           Vocation Ambassadors Program 

 NRVC will once again be offering the Vocation 
Ambassadors Program for teams of vocation ministers, 
communicators, and single, Catholic young adults (20-30), 

to work together to develop a consistent message that a 
vocation to religious life is a viable option in the Catholic 
Church.  This program requires an application to partici-
pate. Participants n the Vocation Ambassadors Program 
will be selected as a team from an application submitted 
by an NRVC member who has a single membership or is 
part of a license. The vocation minister must be a member 
who has some experience in social media and has previ-
ously attended the NRVC Orientation Program for Voca-
tion Directors workshop.  

The communicator and young adult do not have to be 
NRVC members.  This workshop commences at 5:00 PM. 
on June 9 and ends at noon on June 12, 2017. More infor-
mation canbe found at NRVC.net. Applications will be ac-
cepted February 1 - March 25, 2017. For more infor-
mation, call Deborah Borneman, SSCM at 773.363.5454 or 
email her at debbiesscm@nrvc.net with any questions. 

Teams work together to bridge gaps of knowledge and 
experience to create a collaborative communications stra-
tegic plan for vocations that involves a minimum of 100 
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National Catholic Sisters Week    iRace4Vocations 

NCSW is an annual celebration 

that takes place from March 8–

14. Created to honor women 

religious, it is a series of events 

that instruct, enlighten, and bring greater focus to the lives 

of these incredible women. It’s our chance to recognize all 

they have done for us. It’s also our hope that as more young 

women learn about women religious, more will choose to 

follow their example. National Catholic Sisters Week is sup-

ported by a $3.3 million grant from the Conrad N. Hilton 

Foundation, is headquartered at St. Catherine University in 

St. Paul, Minn., and is held in conjunction with National 

Women’s History Month.    

The 6th Annual iRace4Vocations will take place on Sunday, 

April 30, 2017 at Williamstown High School/Middle School 

(561 Clayton Rd, Williamstown, NJ 08094). The schedule for 

the day is: 

12:00pm–Registration and Check-in (Walkers Only) 

1:00pm–Mass 

2:00pm–Registration and Check-in (Runners & Walkers) 

3:00pm–5kRun/1mile FamilyWalk 

4:00pm–Picnic and Family Entertainment 

Registration is now open  

Myth: If we make the wrong choice about the 

future of our congregation, we face extinction. 

Many congregations face critical choices about the 
future when their congregations are getting older 
and smaller.  However, it can be paralyzing to think 
that any once choice could undermine a congrega-
tion or its future...No one choice can cause the con-
gregation to die.  At the same time, congregations 
are well-advised to seek understanding of their op-
tions, to seek wise counsel and the help of profes-
sionals, and to pray and discern their best course to-
gether.  The cumulative effect of these decisions and 
will shape the future of a congregation 

Myth: A congregation that diminishes and ceases 

to exist has failed its mission. 

Congregations are gifts of the Spirit to the Church 
and to the Brothers and Sisters who live in them;  
they belong to the life and holiness of the Church.  
There are many factors that influence the founding 
and growth, life and decline of a Congregation.  The 
death of an individual is not a failure of that life.  The 
closing of a parish is not a judgment on the whole life 

of that parish.  The prioress of a monastery that 
closed told me that she was at peace that the monas-
tery had completed its mission on earth and the few 
elderly sisters would soon rejoin their sisters in heav-
en.  The peaceful smile on her face spoke of fulfill-
ment, not failure.   

Myth: Converts have to wait a period of years 

before entering religious life. 

There is no current requirement in the code of canon 
law for a period of waiting before a convert to Ca-
tholicism may enter a religious institute.  The code 
requires that those entering be ‘suitably prepared.’ 

Myth: Sisters and Brothers give all money from 

their salary to the community, but they can pocket 
anything else: extra jobs, bonuses, gifts. 

Canon 668.3 states that “whatever a religious ac-
quires by personal labor, or on behalf of the insti-
tutes, belongs to the institute,”  Some communities 
have  policies whereby members can keep certain 
gifts from family , friends and monetary gifts. 

    (With Permission of the author) 
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 Canon Law Myths            Amy Hereford, CSJ 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http://nationalcatholicsistersweek.us3.list-manage.com/track/click%3fu%3d7a836748093de96af17949082%26id%3d1c8914db5a%26e%3ddf7541e891&c=E,1,K6co5gGGPnfTwH2wR0jH5SxS0LQGLABqxsKbSfFYsuc3B821PRIHvKXMDfXlBDiXjyarpp-NtvXe
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Dear Sister: 

 A copy of this letter want sent out via e-mail to all of the Women Religious in the Diocese.  This is a 

great opportunity for you to share your gifts and knowledge of the needs of our people.  Please consider this 

prayerfully and if you can submit your name for consideration.   

Thank You. 

Sister Mary 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Bishop Sullivan, in accord with the recommendation of Church Law, has elected to re-establish the Dioce-

san Pastoral Council.  The mission statement of the Diocesan Pastoral Council states: 

 

The Diocesan Pastoral Council, consisting of clerics, members of institutes of consecrated 

life and especially laypersons, is called to serve in the building of the Kingdom of God in the 

Church of the Diocese of Camden through prayer, cooperation, collaboration and consulta-

tion with our Bishop and the people of God whom he shepherds.  The Diocesan Pastoral 

Council is to investigate, under the authority of the bishop, all those things which pertain to 

pastoral works, to ponder them, and to propose practical conclusions about them. 

 

Members are to devote time to prayerful study of council materials and agenda items.  They are to enhance 

discussion through future-oriented thinking, balanced assessment, and a constructive attitude.  Council 

members consult periodically with as wide a spectrum of the diocesan family as feasible to learn concerns 

and possible solutions appropriate to the local Church and region. 

 

Two seats on the Diocesan Pastoral Council have been reserved for women religious who minister here in 

the Diocese of Camden.  Any woman religious serving in the Diocese of Camden may nominate herself 

for service on the Diocesan Pastoral Council by expressing her desire to serve in writing to the Bish-

op’s Delegate for Women Religious, Sister Mary McGarrity, IHM.  All written nominations are to be 

received on or before March 24, 2017. 
 

From among the nominations, two women religious will be “selected by lot” for service on the Diocesan 

Pastoral Council.  One for a term of two years and the second for a term of three years. 

 

The Diocesan Pastoral Council will meet for an “introductory meeting” at a date in May.  Thereafter the 

Council is expected to meet two or three times per year or as called by the Bishop. 

 

Please contact Father Hughes (Robert.hughes@camdendiocese.org) if you have questions.  
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We Remember, We Celebrate, We 

Believe 

Sisters2.0 Online Event 

 

Wed. March 8, 2017 7pm CST 
 

 

An online panel of the newer generations of sisters from around the country, sharing their 

best memories of religious life, their enthusiasm for religious life today and their hopes for 

religious life going forward. The recording will also be available after the live event. 

Moderator: Sr. Amy Hereford 

Panelists: Srs Michelle Marie Stachowiak, Ann Marie Paul and Lourdes López Munguía 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BEAUTY 

 'Beauty will save the world'. Pope Francis 
quoted this famous line from the celebrated Russian 
author Fyodor Dostoyevsky.  “Music, painting, sculp-
ture, architecture is simply the beauty that unites us 
to grow in the faith which is celebrated, in prophetic 
hope and in witnessed charity”, he said.    

 “Looking back over the history of Christianity 

which spans thousands of years, we may observe that 
in spite of the separate historical events and different 
ways of understanding revelation, a deep unity has 
been maintained in art” - a unity fostered by frequent 
meetings of study and reflection together on our 
common sources.      

  In the Church “art in all its forms, does not 
exist only for simple aesthetic enjoyment but be-
cause, through art the Church in every moment of 
history and in every culture, explains and interprets 
revelation for the good of the People of God. Art in 
the Church fundamentally exists for evangelization.”   

SourcVIS/OR 

“Architects and painters, sculptors and musicians, 
filmmakers and writers, photographers and poets, 
artists of every discipline, are called to shine beauty 
especially where darkness or gray dominates every-
day life,” the Pope wrote. 

“I invite you, therefore,” he emphasized, “to cherish 
beauty, and beauty will heal the many wounds that 
mark the hearts and souls of the men and women of 
our day.”  

 Vatican City, Dec 7, 2016 / 02:36 pm (CNA/EWTN 

News)     
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Retirement Fund for Religious 

Improved Funding Status  

Each year, hundreds of religious institutes apply for Direct Care Assistance. Over time, the applicant pool has 

varied and decreased, due to such factors as community mergers and religious institutes becoming adequately 

funded for retirement. However, the NRRO has tracked data on 153 religious communities that have applied 

every year since the collection started. In 1989, just 3.9 percent of these institutes were fully funded or nearly 

fully funded for retirement. By 2016, that number had increased to 45 percent.  

  92.2 percent of religious institutes report receiving Social Security benefits for some or all members, 

up from 65.8 percent in 1989.  

  $41,213.90 was the average annual cost of care for senior women and men religious in 2016. Since 

1989, this figure has roughly tripled.  

  68 percent of religious institutes reporting to the NRRO have a median age of 70 or above. 32,922 

Some Thoughts on Spirituality  

 What does it mean to speak about spirituality?    It has a changing history from the earliest uses as a 
contrast between the way of the spirit and the way of the flesh (Pauline use) to the present time where a 
more integrated understanding of the human person and the search for meaning is in vogue.  When we 
speak of spirituality we are usually speaking of people’s attempts to find a pivotal meaning for their lives, and 
the consequent shaping of their beliefs, valuesand life style according to that meaning. 

 Sandra Schneiders, in Beyond Patching, 73, says that it is the experience of consciously trying to inte-
grate one’s life in terms, not of isolation and self-absorption, but of self-transcendence, toward the Ultimate 
Value one perceives.  The ingredients of spirituality understood in this way are: 

 Conscious effort 

 Integration of all aspects of life 

 Self-transcendence 

 Reaching towards the Ultimate 

 To speak of spirituality is to speak about people’s efforts to make sense of their human experience, 
and to draw all the different threads of their life together.  The routine aspect of life, lifestyle, family, career, 
employment or unemployment, leisure, worship, beliefs and values all come together in the context of the 
spiritual. 

 The restlessness of the heart that so many people experience, the regular periods of  questioning that 
assault us when we are not expecting them, the unfinished business from our past that we thought we had 
laid to rest— all of these aspects of living day by day are expressions of our spirituality. 

 Our spirituality is challenged again and again as we move through different ages and stages of life.  
The shape of our life structure, of our efforts to make meaning, or of our decision to give over our meaning-
making to others is subject to different stresses at different life periods.  As we grow older, we are confront-
ed with the ambiguities in our lives.  Aging confronts us with the starkness of our choices and the shape our 
spirituality has taken.  We have the choice to befriend our truth, or to resist our truth.  from Sister Mary 
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Sister Mary J. McGarrity, IHM 
Bishop’s Delegate for Women 

Religious 
631 Market St. 

Camden, NJ 08102 
Phone: 856-583-2841 

   Lenten Day of Reflection      

       

  DENNIS J. SULLIVAN,  D.D. 

      BISHOP OF CAMDEN 

    Write the Vision Down 

   March 4, 2017 

  St. Charles Borromeo 

 176 Stagecoach Road 

 Sicklerville, NJ 08081-9421 
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         Marianne Hieb, RSM, MFA, ATR, 

D. Min. is a Sister of Mercy of the Mid-

Atlantic Community. She is a studio 

artist, art therapist and art-journaler, 

and the author of Inner Journeying 

through Art Journaling. 

         She has presented at a variety of 

conferences and retreat centers includ-

ing Spiritual Directors International, 

The International Thomas Merton Soci-

ety, Mercy Center in California, Mercy 

International in Dublin, Ireland, Albergo 

Giotto in Assisi Italy.     

  

  9:30a.m.- Continental breakfast 

10:00a.m.- Welcome and Introductions 

10:10a.m. Opening Prayer 

Morning Reflection: “Write the Vision Down”:  

The prayer of Visio Divina and Art-Journaling  

as an Adjunct Tool for Prayer 

11:00a.m.-Solitude Time for individual               

prayerful  response    - 

Adoration– Reconciliation        

11:30a.m.-Opportunity for optional sharing 

12:00-12:45p.m.-Lunch 

12:45- 1:30p.m.-Afternoon Reflection:  

“The Merciful Gaze as a Creative Act” 

Closing 

Pope Francis - On Religious Life         
Tenderness is good for us -Since we are witnesses of a com-
munion beyond our vision and our limits, we are called to wear 
God’s smile.  Community is the first and most believable gospel 
that we can preach.  We are asked to humanize our communi-
ty.  “Build friendship between yourselves, family life, love 
among you.  May the monastery not be a Purgatory but a fami-
ly.  There are and there will be problems but like in a family, 
with love - search for a solution with love;  do not destroy this 
to resolve that;  do not enter competitions.  Build community 
life, because in the life of a community it is this way, like a fam-
ily, and it is the very Holy Spirit who is in the middle of the 
community. (…) And live community life always with a big 
heart.  Let things go, do not brag, be patient with everything, 
smile from the heart.  And a sing of this is joy.” (48) 


