
Diocese of Camden Young Adult Survey Results 

Execu�ve Summary 

WHAT:  In Spring of 2017, Pope Francis called for a wide 

consulta�on of young people regarding the faith and     

voca�onal discernment.  The Office of Youth, Young Adult 

and Campus Ministries from the Catholic Diocese of Camden 

conducted an online survey  and in-person listening sessions 

of young adults, ages 18—39.  All parishes, schools and    

campus ministries were encouraged to adver�se the online 

survey by: 

• providing postcards in pews

• including invita�ons in bulle�n and pulpit announce-

ments

• reques�ng parishioners with young adult-aged

family and friends to invite others who per-

haps are no longer a1ending church to offer

their input.

At least 58 parishes out of 62 ac�vely par�cipated. 

Postcards were also distributed to local Catholic 

young adult groups with the invita�on to share 

with their friends.  The survey link was shared via 

social media and through email to parish, campus 

and Catholic school leaders.   

We received a total of 492 results.  The es�mated 

Catholic popula�on within the Diocese of Camden 

is 475,000 with approximately 27.7 % being between the 

ages of 18 and 39.  Though this is not an en�rely random 

sample as only those who found out about it responded, it 

gives us feedback on young adults with some connec�on to 

the church with a margin of error of less than 5%, and a    

confidence interval between 95 and 99%. * 

*Source—Survey Monkey Data Accuracy Table 

YA—Holy Family, Our Lady of Peace, Holy Child, Mary, Mother of 

Mercy, St. Rose of Lima 

DEMOGRAPHICS 

60 % are Female, and 40% Male 

Young adults have various family statues.     

Respondents were predominately Single or   

Da�ng (59%), 36 % were Married or     

Engaged, 2 % Divorce or Separated, and 2 % 

Religious or Clergy.  72 % of those surveyed 

did not have children. 

Young adults in our survey span a variety of 

ages and include those both in and out of 

school. 

Let Your Voice Be Heard Listening Sessions 

150 young adults a,ended 7 in-person listening sessions. 

276 teens a,ended 14 in-person listening sessions.   



What Makes a Good Parish? 

Church/Mass 

Overwhelmingly, survey results indicated that “Feeling 

Welcome” is the most important thing to making a      

parish young adult friendly. (65% Must Have and 24% 

Very Important)  This result was true not only for the en-

�re survey, but when the regularly and rarely prac�cing 

Catholics were each examined separately.  Open-ended 

responses indicated a keen awareness of the difference 

between insincere, superficial gree�ngs and genuine 

welcome (e.g. knowing their names, networking them 

with fellow young adults in the parish, young adults in                    

leadership and ministries, etc.) 

 

Types of Events Young Adults are 

Most Likely to A,end 

 

When asked what keeps them from par�cipa�ng in 

events, the number one reason is that they are “Too 

Busy” ( 30%) and “Didn’t Find out in �me.” (25%)  

Other reasons, such as lack of  interest, cost prohibi-

�ve, didn’t feel welcome, lack of childcare, lack of 

transporta�on, and ac�vity length were all distant in 

comparison to not finding out in �me or just too 

busy.  This tells us that young adults are interested in 

events through the church, and the challenge for 

planners is good communica�on and understanding 

the demanding schedules of this demographic.         

N.B. Involve young adults in the planning and          

implementa�on of the event. 

Faith Prac�ce of Young Adults 

66 %  indicated that they “Grew Up 

Catholic & S�ll Regularly Prac�ce.”  

Note:  We allowed respondents to 

interpret what they consider regular 

prac�ce.   

Mass A,endance 

55 % a,end Mass on a Daily or  

Weekly Basis 

15 % a,end mass Occasionally          

(2-3x per month) 

29% a,end Mass Rarely or Never  

Of those who a1end, 44% indicated 

they a1end the late Sunday morning 

�me slot, so this is a good place to 

start when trying to reach young 

adults in your parish. 

BEST METHOD TO COMMUNICATE with Young Adults 

Communica�ng with young adults and having our message not get lost 

in the “noise” of their lives is a huge challenge within ministry.  Survey 

results are very clear that email, likely because most young adults now 

get their email on their mobile device, is overwhelming the preferred 

method, followed by text, social media posts and church bulle�ns.   

Collec�ng and keeping accurate email addresses is crucial to engaging 

young adults.   
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Faith Prac�ce in Teens (ages 14-18) 

66 %  indicated that they “Grew Up Catholic & S�ll Regularly 

Prac�ce.”  Note:  We allowed respondents to interpret what 

they consider regular prac�ce.   

12 % Grew Up Catholic & No longer prac�ce 

11 % Not Catholic 

 

Mass A,endance 

31% a,end Mass on a Daily or Weekly Basis 

30% a,end Mass Occasionally (2-3x per month) 

27% a,end Mass Rarely 

14% never a,end Mass 

 

Of those who a1end, 51% indicated they a1end the early or 

late Sunday morning �me slot, so this is a good place to 

start when trying to reach teens in your parish. 

What makes a good parish or Mass? 

A,ending Church With My Family 

Must have  43%  (607 teens) 

Very important 36 % (506 teens) 

Somewhat important 14% (197 teens) 

Not at all  5% (77 teens) 

Feeling Welcomed 

Must have 67 % (949 teens) 

Very important 24% (334 teens) 

Somewhat important 5% (64 teens) 

Not at all important 3% (40 teens) 

 

Homilies Related to Youth Issues 

Must have  25% (356 teens) 

Very important 37% (527 teens) 

 

Opportuni�es to be Involved  

Must have 34% (476 teens) 

Very important 35% (492 teens) 

We received a total of 1497 results from teens. 

(Our Lady of Peace, Holy Family, Our Lady of Hope, Our Lady of Guadalupe, Infant Jesus) 



BEST METHOD TO COMMUNICATE with Teens 

Communica�ng with teens and having our message not get lost in the “noise” of their lives is a  challenge within minis-

try.  Survey results are very clear that tex�ng, likely because most young people have a mobile device at a younger age, 

is overwhelmingly the preferred method, followed by email and social media posts.  Third party tex�ng for teens and 

their parents is quickly becoming the norm.    

Possibly have parishes/schools use Group Me, Google Voice, Remind Apps to send messages and encourage prayer and 

personalized messages? 

Top 5 Take-a ways 

1. Prayer—praying with, for, by, personal training in prayer & discernment 

2. Time—invest your �me in youth and young adults 

3. Sacramental moments—Bap�sm, Marriage, Christmas, Easter, Ash Wednesday, School, Funerals, Pastoral Care 

4. Think of parish as a territory—not just people who are registered, or who show up 

5. Resources—Ministry with young people is costly. (Human and financial) 


