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During a recent trip to Rome, three of the members 
of the National Board of Vicars for Religious greeted 
Pope Francis during the Wednesday audience.  Pic-
tured above are Sisters Mary J. McGarrity, IHM, 
Joyce Candidi, OSHJ, Eymard Flood, OSC.  

 Sister Mary took the moment to introduce 
the group and tell the Holy Father that they would 
be meeting with Cardinal de Abriz at the Congrega-
tion for Consecrated Life and Societies of  Apostolic 
Life to report on their concerns about religious life in 
the United States.  The Pope broke into peals of 
laughter when asked if he understood Sister’s Span-
ish.  He replied in perfect English while reaching for 
her hand,  “Yes, I did.”  As the audience ended, a Pa-
pal Guard gave Sister a rosary blessed by the Pope -  
a treasure which will keep this memory alive. 

 Later in the week, we met with Cardinal Joas 
de Abriz and four members of CICL/Sal.  The vicars 

were welcomed warmly and put at ease.                   
In preparation for the meeting, papers which reflect-
ed the concerns of vicars from all four regions across 
the United States were forwarded to the Congrega-
tion.  The main areas that we covered were: 

The concern for the future of consecrated life in 
the USA and its impact on the Church. 

The lack of knowledge on the nature of conse-
crated life on the part of some bishops and 
pastors. 

The need to include courses on consecrated life 
in the seminaries. 

The possibility of having a written document ad-
dressed to both laity and clergy on the im-
portance of consecrated life to the life of the 
Church. 

The challenges presented by international reli-
gious communities who often send their 
members to the US without the necessary 
preparation in the language and culture. 

The emergence of “New Forms of Consecrated 
Life.”  

Retirement and Health care for Religious. 
Difficulties presented in ministering when hous-

ing becomes an issue. 
After our two hour meeting, we left very encour-

aged knowing that the document Mutuae 
Relations which deals with the relationship 
between religious communities and Bishops 
is under revision and will be up-dated to re-
flect where religious world-wide are today. 

Cardinal de Abriz also invited us to keep the ave-
nues of communication open between his 
office and the NCVR and to continue working 
at better communication/dialogue between 
the Conferences which represent the women 
and men religious in the United States.  

NCVR at the Vatican 

A moment to remember . . .  
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 During this year of Mercy, 
perhaps there is no more poignant 
portrayal of loving forgiveness 
than that of the “Lost Son” in Luke 
15: 11-32. At first, the parable 
seems to be about the presump-
tion and callousness of the youth 
who demands his inheritance.  As 
you may know, this to a Jewish 
father was as good as wishing him 
dead. The father for his part could 
then rend his garment and cut the 
boy out of his heart.  Yet, this is 
not what happens.  Perhaps we 
are too familiar with the story. So 
we are gifted by Rembrandt’s 
painting, “The Prodigal Son” as the 
late Henry Nouwen interprets it 
for us. 

 Nouwen calls our attention 
to how complete is the  Father’s 
love and mercy towards his peni-
tent child!  How tenderly he places 
his hands, one feminine and the 
other masculine  on the boy’s 
shoulders.  How total is the re-
morse of this wayward son with 
his sandals—one off the  other 
hanging on.  
 Deep in the background, 
barely visible, is a woman, perhaps 
meant to be the mother.  To the 
right stands the resentful elder 
son.   But the light is on the face of 
the father.  
 We all know that this story 
is really not about the son,  but 
about the prodigal - overly gener-

ous, all-forgiving, bountiful love of 
God, our Father and so we shall 
call it the story of . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

The Prodigal Father. 
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Sister Mary Ellen Lacy,  a Sister of 
Charity and an immigration lawyer was 
among those who demonstrated out-
side the Supreme Court while oral ar-
guments concerning the legality of 
President Obama’s legislation (DACA) 
and (DAPA)were heard. 

If the court rules in favor of the gov-
ernment, 3.7 undocumented immi-
grants would qualify for protection 
from deportation by June 2016. 

Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord have mercy! 
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If you are not familiar with this 
website, you might want to 
check it out.  For the last ten 
years, A Nun’s Life Ministry has 
helped people discover and 

grow in their vocation by engaging questions about 
God, faith, and religious life. 

Praying with the Sisters 
May 16 @ 5 pm ET 
Share prayer requests, reflections, and more in our 
chat room! 

Discernment Chat 
May 19 @ 9 pm ET 
Wondering how God is calling you? Join us for chat! 

Every month, over 50,000 people journey with A 
Nun’s Life online community. Some come in search 
of spiritual growth and a strengthened relationship 
with God. Some come seeking the unique calling 
that enriches both the individual and the world. 
Some come to find guidance to make an informed 
and prayerful decision about entering religious life.  
Check it out www.anun’s life.org 

 

 

 Consecrated life 
is not an adjunct. In its 
many forms, it is essen-
tial to the life of the 
Church.  Throughout the 
centuries, the Holy Spirit 
has gifted women and 
men with the desire to 

consecrate themselves wholly to God. The call to ho-
liness for apostolic religious is lived out as they be-
come the very icon of Jesus Christ in his loving, heal-
ing ministries. 

 Consecrated religious live in community, seek 
to embody the spirituality of their founder and give 
public witness through lives of chastity, poverty and 
obedience.  For apostolic religious, the goal of trans-
formation into the image of  Jesus, the Christ, hap-
pens when through a personal relationship with Je-
sus, they are able to recognize his face in those they 
serve.     

 The Church recognizes the many ways reli-
gious embody the spiritual and corporal works of 
mercy. Surely, if there were an attempt to catalogue 
them, there would not be room enough even in cy-
berspace. Religious are not in the business of publi-
cizing what they do for love.  Yet, for the glory of 
God, it is expedient that during this Year of Mercy, 
we continue to give public witness in order to attract 
others to the following of Christ.   

 Along with religious life in its conventional 

form, secular institutes received official approval as 
an original form of consecrated life within the 
Church in 1947 by Pope Pius XII.  Those called to this 
way of life continue to live in their own homes, man-
age their own finances, and pursue individual        
careers. 

 One of the major difference between reli-
gious life and secular institutes is that while religious 
give a public witness in communal life, those living 
consecrated life as lay people are the hidden leaven 
who follow Christ  and “...contribute to the holiness 
of the world from within, living in the world, by 
working from within the very heart of earthly reali-
ties, in accordance with the law of the Church (St. 
John Paul II, August 26, 1988).  Members of secular 
institutes profess the evangelical counsels of chasti-
ty, poverty, and obedience in accord with the spe-
cific spirituality and charism of the institute to which 
they belong.  (United States Conference of Secular 
Institutes)   

 Consecrated virgins also dedicate themselves 
to follow Christ through their vow of perpetual vir-
ginity pledging to live, pray and work for the glory of 
God while living in their own residence and following 
their profession. 

 One form of consecrated life is not better 
than the other.  The difference is in the inspiration, 
the vocation given by the Holy Spirit that stirs the 
heart and prompts those called to consecrate them-
selves wholly to God.  

Forms of Consecrated Life 

http://anunslife.org/live
http://anunslife.org/blog/nun-talk/wondering-how-god-is-calling-you-check-out-discernment-chat
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Sister Mary J. McGarrity, IHM 
Bishop’s Delegate for Women 

Religious 
631 Market St. 

Camden, NJ 08102 
Phone: 856-583-2841 

 
mary.mcgarrity@camdendiocese.org 

Building Intercultural Competency 

May 25, 2016 9 am-3 pm 

Christ the Good Shepherd Parish 

1655 Magnolia Road 

Vineland, NJ, 08361 

Cost $30/per person includes lunch 

Checks payable to Diocese of Camden 

Attention: Joanne DiGennaro 

631 Market St., Camden, NJ 08102 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

Mass of Recognition Haitian Farmworkers 

Friday, June 17   

Columbia Fruit Farm 

221 Columbia Road 

Hammonton, NJ  

 

           

 DENNIS J. SULLIVAN,  D.D. 

      BISHOP OF CAMDEN 

SAVE THE DATE 

  National Vocation Awareness  

                   Week 
  November 6-12, 2016 

  Advent Retreat 

  December 3, 2016 

  Sister Patricia Kelly, SSJ 

  World Day for Consecrated     

   Life 

  February 4, 2017 

  Knights of Columbus Dinner 

  February 25 

  Lenten Retreat 

          March 4, 2017 

          Marianne Heib, RSM 

    World Day of Prayer for  

     Vocations  May 7 

     Irace4vocations 
          April 30, 2017 

            

SUMMER 
 

TIME TO 

RELAX AND 

ENJOY LIFE 

 

St. Mary-by-the-sea, Cape May 
Point 

June 3 - 5 Women’s Wellness Weekend 

Information/Reservations: 

development@ssjphila.org or 800-482-
6510. 

June 10 - 12 Called To Be Creative 

Maryanne Zakreski SSJ 

Information/Reservations: 
stmary@ssjphila.org 

or 609-884-8708 

Villa Maria, Stone Harbor, NJ 
For information call 610-368-4761 
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PRISON MINISTRY  

GATHERING 
              This annual gathering is an op-
portunity for current prison ministry vol-
unteers to reflect on their work and for 
those interested in the ministry to learn 
more about the    pastoral care of the 
imprisoned.                                                                 
This year's featured speaker is Father 
David Link, a well-known prison chaplain 
from the  Diocese of Gary Indiana with 
an inspiring personal story and commit-
ment to ministering to the  imprisoned. 
  

Saturday, June 4, 9 a.m.-2:30 p.m. 

The Former Sacred Heart School, 

1010 East Landis Avenue, Vineland, NJ 
 

 


