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Sister Mary J. McGarrity, IHM 

 

Bishop’s Delegate for Women 

Religious 

631 Market St. 

Camden, NJ 08102 

Phone: 856-583-2841 

 

mary.mcgarrity@camdendiocese.org 

 

“Religious life ought to promote growth in the Church by way of attraction. The Church must be 
attractive.  Wake up the world!  Be witnesses of a different way of doing things, of acting, of living!  
It is possible to live differently in this world.”    

Francis, November 29, 2013 

March 5 -  

 

Corpus Christi Church 

                 Carney’s Point, NJ 

 

May 7 -     

 

Our Lady of Pompeii Church 

       Vineland, NJ 

 

June 4 -     

 

 St. Bernadette Church 

Pray for Vocations 

O God, throughout the ages you 
have called women and men to pur-
sue lives of perfect charity through 
the evangelical counsels 
of poverty, chastity, and obedience. 
During this Year of Consecrated Life, 
we give you thanks for these coura-
geous witnesses of Faith and models 
of inspiration. 
Their pursuit of holy lives teaches us 
to make a more perfect offering of 
ourselves to you.  

Continue to enrich your Church by 
calling forth sons and daughters who 
having found the pearl of great price, 
treasure the Kingdom of Heaven 
above all things. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

FACTS: 

 Among female never-married Catholics 2 percent (or ap-

proximately 250,000) have seriously considered becoming 

a religious sister. 

 Women who attended a Catholic primary school are three 

times more likely than those who did not to consider be-

coming a religious sister. 

 Among college students involved in diocesan young-adult 

ministry; 30 percent have seriously considered becoming a 

religious sister. 

 Among former full-time volunteers of Catholic Volunteer 

Network 37 percent have considered religious life or the 

priesthood and 6 percent have chosen a religious vocation. 

 Among men and women discerning a vocation, the average 

educational debt is $28,000.  (A majority of religious con-

gregations have turned an inquirer away within the last 10 

years because of educational debt. 

 In the United States, there are more than 66,000 religious 

sisters, brothers, and priests in more than 800 religious in-

stitutes (approximately 600 institutes of women and 200 of 

men.                             Resource Packet YCL 2015 Vision 
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Telling Their Story. . . Beginning in  January with each edition of the  Catholic Star Herald, sisters have 

been writing a column telling the story of their  religious vocation.  The first contribution written by Sister Mary J. 

McGarrity, IHM, the Bishop’s Delegate for Women Religious, explained the various forms of consecrated life.  Sister 

Bonnie McMenamin, SSJ shared her community’s charism and her own experience of working with adults with disa-

bilities.  Sister wrote, “I minister to advance the rights and dignity of all people, especially Deaf people and persons 

with disabilities.  The February issue featured Sister Bianca Camilleri, FMIHM.  Growing up in Malta sister felt the 

call to follow Christ  when in high school where the beautiful lives of her teachers inspired her to think about a voca-

tion.  Above all, Sister Bianca credits her family who never went to bed before reciting the rosary together as a family. 

CALENDAR EVENTS 

March 2  Discernment Group-–Vows 

 Micarelli Center, Cherry Hill 

      March 6     Holy Hour for Vocations: 

     Corpus Christi Church, 

         Carney’s Point, NJ 

      March 8-14     National Catholic  

     Sisters Week 

      April 26           iRace 4 VOCATIONS  

World Day of Consecrated Life 2015 and Julilees 2 

Lenten Retreat::   2 
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National Catholic Sisters Week Information 3 

Missionary Sisters of Mary Immaculate 3 

Lenten Resources 4 

Prayers for Vocations to Religious Life 4 

Inside this issue: 

 

 

With the celebration of  9: AM 

Mass at the Cathedral of the Im-

maculate Conception in Camden 

on November 30, 2014, Bishop 

Dennis J. Sullivan, D.D. opened 

the diocesan observance of the 

Year of Consecrated Life.  In at-

tendance were women and men of 

various religious congregations 

along with  the parishioners who 

usually attend  Sunday liturgy. 

During his homily Bishop remind-

ed those present that religious life 

is a gift to the Church and he 

thanked and commended religious 

for their dedication and service to 

South Jersey. 

This was only the beginning of the year-long observance.  On December 6, Rev. Daniel Joyce, SJ led a day of reflection 

centered on the theme, “The Advent of the Divine in  Our Lives: Paying Attention.”  Those in attendance described the 

day in such terms as “excellent, awesome, very fruitful, inspiring , wonderful, and peaceful.”  The religious of the dio-

cese represent various communities of differing ethnic backgrounds.  Being together and sharing spiritually reflected 

well the universal call to holiness lived out by consecrated persons totally responsive to Christ’s call to evangelization. 



 2 

Reverend Francis Berna, Ph D. captured the attention of 

all with his presentation on the vowed life as lived in the 

21st century.  In their evaluations, the sisters expressed 

their gratitude for Father’s personal shared experience 

and insights.  With his background in Franciscan spiritu-

ality and his love of St. Bonaventure, Father was able to 

speak about the challenges facing religious in the living 

out of the vows today.  The day included time for recon-

ciliation, (Father Tom Donio assisted with confessions) 

exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and Mass. Despite 

the falling snow, the sisters enjoyed a delicious lunch 

and all arrived safely home. 

Included are the resources 

for: 

PASTORS & PREACHERS 

DRES/TEACHERS/ 

CATECHIST 

BULLETIN INSERTS 

YOUTH MINISTERS &  

PARENTS 

FACT SHEETS & RESOURCES. 

This is a   rich, generous and 

free gift .  

    Every parish in the 

United States and 

Canada received a 

Resource Packet from VISION 

the National vocation Net-

work.  Check to see if your 

pastor has received his and 

ask to use those inserts which 

pertain to your particular min-

istry.   

Questions?  Call 800-942-

2811 

Lenten Day of Reflection for Religious: “Ancient Vows for Modern Times” 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . VOCATIONS. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

WORLD DAY OF CONSECRATED LIFE AND JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS 

 

On February 7, the following religious pictured with Bishop Dennis J. Sullivan, 

D.D. Bishop of Camden and Rev. Robert Hughes, Vicar General celebrated 

their jubilees:  

Sister Dianna Higgins,  FMIJ -25 years.  Sisters Maria Yolanda Odron, LSIC;   

Gracial Rosas and Oralia DeLa Paz, MDPVM; Reginald Stroup, DM; Dorothy 

Urban, SSJ and Ann Byrnes, RSM—50 years.   

Sister Philomena Nowicka and Aurelia Jackiewicz, LSIC—60 years.  

 Bishop Dennis J. Sullivan, D.D, the principal celebrant, was joined by several priests and deacons. During the Liturgy, the cho-

rus of Paul VI high school sang beautifully accompanied by Steve Obarski, Philip Gianfortune and a student woodwind player, Broc 

Johnson with Jennifer Weir directing.  Jubilarians and the many women and men religious present enjoyed singing the YCL hymn 

“Wake Up the World.”  Father John Picnic, pastor of Holy Family Parish, Sewell has graciously  hosted the event for the last two years. 

PA GE 2                                                                                                                                                                      W OM E N 
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 NCSW is a dedicated cele-

bration of Catholic sisters intend-

ed to raise awareness of their vital 

contributions, both past and pre-

sent. 

 The hope is that those who 

learn more about women religious 

will be inspired and compelled to 

engage in self-reflection, service 

and simple acts of kindness.  The 

hoped-for outcome is that more 

young women will consider reli-

gious life because they have been 

exposed to it through a personal 

relationship. 

 Celebrations are taking 

place across the country.  Check 

out the NCSW website (national 

catholicsistersweek.org) for in-

formation and event listings.  

The website offers an array of 

ideas to spark your creative juic-

es and resources to help organize 

and publicize an event. 

SisterStory is a storytelling pro-

gram chronicling the life stories 

of Catholic sisters through pho-

tography, storytelling and online 

engagement.   

Once again Catholic Relief Ser-

vices (CRS) will sponsor Opera-

tion Rice Bowl, a program to 

encourage prayer, fasting and 

almsgiving during Lent.  In 

preparation CRS is hosting a 

webinar especially for religious 

educators and catechists.  Con-

tact CRS.org .  Find out how 

much your students know with  

Missionary Sisters of Mary Immaculate of Kenya 

NATIONAL CATHOLIC SISTERS WEEK  

March 8-14, 2015 

LENTEN RESOURCES  

 

 

 

Our Congregation was founded in Nyeri, Kenya in 1918 by 

Bishop Phillip Perlo an Italian missionary. It was started with 

five girls who were inspired by the Holy Spirit to respond to 

the call of Jesus to follow him in religious life. Bishop Philip 

Perlo surprisingly and joyfully responded to their aspiration 

and so he took the initiative to found an Institute of conse-

crated women in the African Continent. 

We serve in Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania and the USA.  Today, 

with more than 400 Sisters actively serving, the Missonary  

Sisters continue to hold closely the belief that it is the dury of 

all Christians to reach out on behalf of those who cannot care 

for themselves.   

the Catholicism and the World 

Quiz, and center your Lenten 

experience with the 10-minute 

Blessing and End of Lent Pray-

er Service resources. And new 

in 2015, animate your high 

school classes and youth minis-

try groups with the Youth in 

Solidarity resource. Find reci-

pes for simple meatless meals 

on line. 
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